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HERE IS 'THE TEXT OF T HE’ RECO RDED SPEECH BY' PRESIDENT SVO'BODA BROAD-

CAST AT 9:10 A.M. AND REPEATED OVER RADIO PRAGUE:

"DEAR FELLOW CITIZENS.

"YESTERDAY, ON THE 22ND OF AUGUST, I HELD TALKS WITH REPRESENTA¬

TIVES OF THE SOVIET UNION IN PRAGUE CONCERNING RESOLUTION OF

THE SITUATION WHICH HAS ARISEN DUE TO THE ENTRY OF SOVIET AND OTHER

COUNTRIES’ TROOPS INTO CZECHOSLOVAK TERRITORY, AND PARTICULARLY

WITH RESPECT TO RESTORATION OF AN ORDERLY FUNCTIONING OF CONSTITUTIONAL

ORGA S OF THE CZECHOSLOVAK SOCIALIST REPUBLIC.

"LATER WHEN THESE TALKS FAILED TO YIELD SATISFACTORY RESULTS

IN THE EVENING I REQUESTED, IN AGREEMENT WITH THE CABINET WHICH

GATHERED AT THE CASTLE AND STILL IS IN SESSION HERE, DIRECT

NEGOTIATION WITH THE HIGHEST REPRESENTATIVES OF THE SOVIET UNION.

THIS MORNING THE SOVIET AMBASSADOR IN PRAGUE COMMUNICATED A

POSITIVE STANDPOINT OF THE SOVIET LEADERSHIP.

(MORE) BMCG/HUL 1010/68 AUG 23 LZ.


